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Fortugal is bouncing back to form with a bumper 2001 harvest. Richard Mayson app
crop of Porluguese wines, the key factors behind the recent uptum, and the shifting
within the regions

Portugal is enjoying a dream vintage. After five years in which quantity and/or qu:
have been lacking, 2001 seems to have both in equal measure. Initial estimates
show that total production will be around 7.5 million hectolitres, some 15-20% up
lhe 2000 harvest.

Much has changed since the mid-1990s, when Portugal last enjoyed a good and
plentiful vintage. Although the Portuguese could hardly be described as dedicatec
followers of fashion, the nation’s wine industry has moved with the times in
response to the requirements of domestic and foreign markets. Throughout the
country, grape varieties and terroirs have been rediscovered and new wines are
being made by a variety of producers, large and small. Single quinta and varietal
wines are de rigueur. In the case of the latter, Portugal continues to focus on
indigenous grape varieties like Touriga Macional, Tinta Roriz, Casteldo and
Trincadeira, all of which have yet to penetrate the wider consumer consciousness
Although Portugal's overall market share in the UK has remained static at around
for the past few years, there is a great deal waiting to be uncovered by buyers,
particularly some of the newer regions of central-southern Portugal. Both Tesco a
Marks & Spencer seem to be aware of this, and their buyers have recently returr:
from visits to the Ribatejo and Alentejo. Their interest in these regions reflects a
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fundamental shift in emphasis over the past five years, away from some of the m
traditional demarcations in the north of the country towards those in the south. Thi
has been accompanied by a move on the domestic market from white wines to re
with profound implications for some wine regions.

MNorthemn exiremes

Of all the regions, Vinho Verde has suffered the most. It seems like aeons since 1l
mid-1980s when, supporied by television advertising, Vinho Verde briefly looked
becoming Portugal's answer to Lambrusco and Liebfraumilch. A combination of
poor harvests and changing tastes threatens to leave this, one of Portugal's large
DOC regions, high and dry. Portuguese consumers themselves are tuming their
backs on Vinho Verde, preferring fuller-flavoured wines from regions inland or to
south

While wines such as Borges Gatao are being repackaged to appeal to new
consumers — and both Aveleda's Casal Garcia and Sogrape’s Gazela continue to
reach an international audience — DOC legislation remains resfrictive, prohibiting,
example, the planting of Alvarinho outside a small enclave adjacent to Galicia, wt
this variety has proved a huge success. Although there are a number of innovativ
and successful single quintas, such as Pedro Aradjo's Quinta do Ameal, they find
difficult to penetrate the UK market. There must, however, be a niche for good re
Vinhos Verdes, a handful of which are being produced by traditional, artisanal
methods and taste something akin to a real Lambrusco.

Inland, the Douro is one of Portugal’s success stories. Long known for Port, the
region is increasingly recognised for its unfortified wines. Made from much the sa
mix of indigenous grapes as Forl, the wines have proved to be a great success o
the domestic market, although a run of small harvests has hampered progress
abroad. This year production seems to have risen by 25-30% on 2000, leaving pl
of grapes for both Port and Douro wine. A number of Port shippers have woken L
the potential of Douro wine and the Symingtons (owners of Dow, Graham and
Warre), Royal Oporto and Niepoort have each developed their own distinctive rar
Eoth Niepoort and Royal Oporto have launched white Dourp wines alongside red.
A number of single quintas from the Douro have also found their way succassfulh
onto the international market, among them Quinta do Cétto, Quinta do Crasto, Qu
de Gaivosa, Quinta do Portal and Quinta de la Rosa. A new enterprise called
Lavradores de Feitoria seeks to develop and promote wines from a number of
quintas by calling on the winemaking and marketing expertise of Jodo Brito @ Cur

Central and seaward

The D&o region immediately to the south of the Douro shares many of the samea
grape varieties, but is hampered, like Vinho Verde, by the extreme fragmentation
land holdings. For three decades the co-operatives held a virtual monopoly on D3
but Portugal's largest winemaker, Sogrape, has made huge inroads, working clos
with small farmers to improve their methods of cultivation. This has led directly to
impraovement in quality of the main brand of Do, Gréo Vasco, and the developmy
of new labels such as Duque de Viseu. Single eslates such as Sogrape's own
Quinta dos Carvalhais, as well as independent properties Quinta de Pellada, dos
Roques and de Saes, are well on the way fo proving that, like the Douro, Do is
capable of making world-class wines.

Bairrada has suffered, along with other coastal regions in Portugal, from variable
climatic conditions. The main player here, family-owned Caves Alianga, has inves
in both the winery and vineyard, taking on Michel Rolland as a consultant.
International grapes such as Cabernet Sauvignon have been planted alongside tt
indigenous Baga (which, pronounced rather like the English expletive, often lives
to its name). Both Eright Brothers and DFJ Vinhos source red and white wines in
Eairrada |labelled with the broad Vinho Regional Beiras designation. In successful
years Bairrada is capable of making some stupendous wines, something that has
been recognised by Portuguese specialist Raymond Reynolds, who recently
launched his own opening offer of single-quinta Bairradas, predominantly from th
2000 and 1999 vintages.

Remaining on the coast, Estremadura has long been a source of bulk wine, large
from huge and rather dowdy co-operatives built in the 1850s and 1960s. In the pa
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